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PART I~ PRIMARY & EXPORT INDUSTRIES, 


GENERAL, 


Seasoal conditions, With high temperatures accompanied by strong drying 


winds drought conditions continue to intensify in N.S.W. Rainfall in recent 

weeks has been ohiefly of a light and scattered nature, At some points local 
relief has been obtained from heavy thumderstorms; these have helped to mintain 
the position on the far North Coast and Northern Tablelands. Latest reports 
indicate that butter production is declining and there can be no hope of recovery in 
the absence of general rain. 


The following Index contrasts the low average of spring roinfall in 1944 with 
the favourable conditions experienced last year. 


RAINFALL INDEX - N.S. We 


Weighted average ratio of actual to normal rainfall. 
Normal rainfall each month = 100, 
T° ae. epiien weiss te 


Month _Sheep Wheat Districts (Coastal) ‘Districts 


Jane 
Fob. 
Mar e 
Apr, 
May 
June 
July 
Auge 
Sept . 
Oct. 
Nov. 


Supplies of oats in N.S.W. have been brought under the cmtrol of the Department 
of Agriculture and the sale and transport of cats may be made only wmder permit. 
This step has been taken to ensure that sufficient seed will be available for 
next season's planting. The N.S.W. 1944/45 cat havest has been officially 
estimated at 2066 me buse against 7.05 m. bus, last year. 


The estimated cerial hay production in N.S.W. in 1944/45 is 418,C€00 tons 
(wheaten 283,00 tons and caten 135,000 tons) compared with 580,000 tons in 1943/44, 


Prismers of wor employed on rural work in Australia number 11,842, vize NeSeWe 
3390, Victoria 2,713, West .vwt, 2242, Sth. stat. 1424, Q'land. 1185, Tasmania 
888. 


WHEA ry 

The latest official estimte: of the N.S.W. wheat crop is 18 m, bushels or 
®m, bushels less than the first forecast made carly in October. The 1943/44 
harvest was S407 m. bushels. From the Riverina and South=west a harvest of 
2,5 mM bushels is estimated compared with en average of 22 m. bushels. 


Australia's available supplies of wheat in the year canmencing 1st December, 
1944, are reported to be about 125 m. bushels, comprising carryover 75 m,. bushels 
and new crop 50 m. bushels. In the previous year the carryover was 158 m 
bushels and the crop 109 m bushels, mking a total supply of 267 m,. bushels. 


Payment of the following advances on non=qwta wheat were recently announced = 


Noe 6 (1942/43) Pool £1,050,000, being 6d. per bushel and making the total 
advances to date 3s.6d. net, per bushel bagged (non=quota). 


Now 7 (1943/44) Pool £850,000, being is. per bushel and making the total 
advances to date 3s.04d. net. per bushel bagged (non=quota). 
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PART Tks FINANCE AND TRADE. 


GENERAL. 


Subscriptions to the 2nd Victory Loan totalled £154 m, (cash £114 m 
conversions £40.) This was £6 m, less than the amount sought, and the 
deficiency has been provided by the redemption of maturing sccurities from 
the National Debt Sinking Fimd. 


General Insutance (Excluding life). Statistics of general insurance business 
transacted in N.S.W. show that premium income declined from £9,346,408 m. in 
1942/43 to £9,003,470 in 1943/44, «A summry of retwns furnished to the | 
Statistician is as follows - 


GENERAL INSURANCE: BUSINESS TRANSACTED IN N.S.W. 1943/44. 
ae nee ee en OR ead ae Ee, CN ae 
Revenue 


Expenditure 
Nature pres 
of Premiums Rents, Commission 
Insurance Nes gRebates | Interest Claims | & Expenses | Taxation Total 
& Bonuses | Dividends 
stc. an, ee 
£& & & & & & 
Fire 2, 554, 185 ~ 942, 964.) 
Marine 1, 428, 669 ~ 256, 511 
Motor Vehicle 
& Cycle 755, 638 ~ 525, 289 
Motor=Compulsory 
3rd Party 382, 970 - 189,996|) 2,218,846 | 882,205 7 tae, 548 
Worker's Com- 
pensation 23 759, 296 - 2,126, 703 
Other 1,142,712 ~ 489, 231 
Total~1943/44 9,005,470 | 459,525 4,330,494) 2,219,846 | 882,205 75 452, 545 
1942/43 9,546,408 | 405,292 4,485,801} 2,284,409 | 735, 908 7, 504, 118 
1941/42 8,552,595 | 375,515 4,226,952; 2,257,125 | 608, 604 7,092, 661 


The following compares premium income departmentally over the last three 
years. Marine insurances declined substantially in 1943/44; other classes 
disclosed small inoreases. 


Workers 


Motor 
Year Fire Marine Vehiclesi& Compensation Other 
& £& & £& £& 
1941/42 2, 409, 520 1, 665, 866 959, 554 2, 508, 505 1, 008, 950 
1942/43 2 498, 290 2,088, 043 966, 247 2,727,181 1, 066, 647 
1943/44 2) 504,185 1, 428, 669 1,118, 608 1,142,712 


2,759, 296 


STOCK EXCHANGE. See 
There was a general rise in the Statisticiants Index of Share Prices for 
October as a result of the increase in ceiling prices sanctioned on the 4th of 
the month. The greatest increases were in "Public Utilities" (10 points) and 
Insurance (9 points). The Indexes for 75 Companies and 34 Aotive Shares showed 
rises of 5 points each. Both of these Indexes are at the highest on: record, 


The Stook Exchange Index of Industrial Shares stood at 142.78 on 1ith 
December, compared with 142.97 on 31st October and 137.17 on 3rd Octcber, 


Be 
INDEX OF SHARE PRICES - SYDNEY, 


Prices of ordinary shares ~ excl. bank. Par value = 100. 
(Compiled by N.S.W. Govt. Statistician). 


Total | 54 


75 Active 
Companies | Shares 


Average for |Manufacturing 
Month. & 
Distributing 


Pastoral 
and 


Retail | Utilities Insurance 


1957-Mar. 214 
1939-Aug. .2138 
1941-Sept. ' 2280, 
1942—/pr. 176 
1943~Dec, 207 
1944~—Jime 257 
July 257 
Aug. 257 
Sept. 257 


SAVINGS BANKS. 

Depositors balances increased in N.S.W. by £2,9 ms in September, and 
£0.9 m, in October, 1944, In Australia corresponding increases were £864 m. 
and £5 m. The small increase in October was dw to the Second Victory Loan, 
which was open for subscription from 26th September to 31st October, 
subsequently extended to 4th November, 

Last year the 4th Liberty Loan was open from 5th October to 9th November. 

SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS: N.eS.We, AND AUSTRALIA, 


AUSTRALIA 


N,SeWe 


Inerease or | Deposits 
Decrease (=) at ond 
in period. of period 


Inerease or 
Decrease (~) 
in period. 


Period. Deposits at end 


of period 


Year ended June; £000 £000 £000 

1939 87,474 245, 587 5, 155 

1944 87,750 5, 639 252,204 15, 240 

1942 84, 538 6,788 274, 275 22,044 

1945 422, 405 27, 867 357,995 83,720 

1944 162, 867 40, 462 | 471, 534 113,539 
Month; 1943 June | « 122,405 4,389 ar 357, 995 13,053 & 

July | . 126,689 4, 284. 370, 300 12, 305 

hug. 130, 519 3, 830 382, 015 ite 715 

Sept. 134,163 3, 644 392,140 10,125 

Oct. | 136,326 2,163 398, 587 6, 447 
1944 Jime 162, 867 5, 822 # 471, 534 16,522 & 

July 166,751 3, 884 481, 644 10,110 

Aug. 170, 103 5,352 491, 666 10, 022 

Sept. 173, 037 [= 2.65% | 500, 024 8, 355 

Oct. 173,981 | 944 ; 503,049 3, 028 


NE IE seni o S en, Tue Pe a Rr Re ee ee eg 
f& Includes Interest credited, 


4, 
WAR SAVINGS CERTIFICATES. 
In the four months ended October net sales of war savings certificates 


amounted in N.eS.W. to £976,000 in 1944 compared with £847,000 in 1943, and 
in Australia to £2,739,000 compared with £2, 660,000. 


NaT PROCEEDS OF SALE OF WAR SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 


SO RN Ea, tm RT RE A NI RL 


July 144 | Total to— 


to Oct. '44 
Oot et td 
' Thousand £ 
NeSeWe 275 268 O18 976 16, 665 
Aust. 730 TTT. 575 29759 46, 460 


RETAIL TRADE, 


In a group of large city stores the value of sales to the ond of September 
was higher in 1944 than in 1943. The increase amounted to 3,7% in the 
month and 17% in the nine moths. Only in two months were sales lower 
than last year; viz. January 10% and April 8.8%. 


Though the average for nine months was lower by 1.7%, stocks at the cnd 
of September were 5% above last year's valuc. 


RETAIL TRADE - EXPERTENCE OF LARGE SYDNEY STORES, 


Percentage Inerease (+) or Decrease (~) from corresponding period of the 
previous year, 


| May | June | July | August Sopte Nine months 
'ended September, 
a a a | tee eee ee 


Value of Sales. 


1941 10.5 +) 16.3 +) 20.5 +) 16.8 
1942 15.6 + Siw = 760 + Ope 
1943 PASS a) 2067 11,5 ad 14,4 
1944 5.8 11.8 ( 3e7 +) 167 


"In five of the nine months Jan, to Sept. 1944, sales of "boats and shoes" - 
showed decreases as compared with the corresponding month of 1945, There 
were decreases of 5.9% in January and 4.7% in February, and an increase of 
2124% in March; later mths are showm below. Steps have been taken to 
improve the supply of sole leather for civilian footwear. ‘The Department of 
Commerce is to control allocation of hides and skins and production of 
leather; the Controller of Leather and Footwear will frame estimates of 
requirements for all classes of leather and control distribution. Under the 
previous method of control production of sole leather was less than it should 
have been. 


In other sections of "wearing apparel" sales have been substantially 
higher than last year, except for the three months at the cnd of the rationing 
year in Jue, 


Month in 
1944 


Apres. 
May 
June 
July 
huge 
Sept e 


5e 


RETAIL TRADE - SALES BY LARGE SYDNEY STORES. 


Percentage movement from same month in preceding year. 


ee in a ee a ae re 


Wearing Apparel 


+) 2528 


End of 


Allied). 
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PART ITZ - INDUSTRY, TRANSPORT, BTC, 


on 
EMPLOVICNT IN NS.We 
As compared with the previous mont, theze was an increase of 1200 in a 


September, 1944; the number of males increased by 1400 and females declined — 
by 200. The net increase in the total number (1200) was in private 
employment, which gained 400 males and 800 females. In Government employ~ 
ment again of 1,000 males was offset by the loss of an equal number of A 
females. 


Salary ond wage carnors (exeluding rural employees and household domestics) 
wero ecstimated at 775,500 in September, 1944, an inerease of. 2100 compared | 
with September, 1943, In the year tho number of miles increased by 3600 
to 525,600 and females declined by 1,500 to 251,700. Private employment | 
rose by 5209 (males 4,400 females 8CO) to 576,700 and Government ermloyment tl 
fell wy 5100 (males 800, females 2300). to 198,600. o 


NEY SOUI WALES, i 


ustimated Salary and Wage Hamers Employed (excluding Rural Workers ih 
and Houschoid Domestics ith 
! 


ee me 


(Includes Civil Corstruction Corps in N.S.W.) 


MALES ° F MALE os if 
Goves iGovt. Me 
(Cth, State|/Private (C'th.State,| Private ith 
Local and Total |/Local and iapLoyers| Total|Local ond |Private if 


HA 
i Oa 


Allied) | 


! 
be 
‘900 | 000 1 900 | 000 
| | | 
1939-July | 136.5 9! 19.4 | 148,68 1468.0) 697. * 
| 
1941-July | 141.5 03) 2427 19264 | ote 163.2 597.2 | 760.1? 
Nov. | 144.3 4) 23,0 20165 | 224,51 167.5 612.6 | 779. | 
1942-July | 158.6 .6| 2925 | 206.6 | 232.9] 167.9 579.6 | 767s , 
Nov. | 156.7 | 3509 | 206.9 | 240.8) 190.6 58106 | 772s 
1943-July | 156.6 52200! 4598 20461 | 249.9) 20264 569.5 | 7744! 
A ug.| 155.9 20.8] 46.5 | 205.0 | 251.5) 202.4 56909 | 7721 
Sept.| 155.0 52000, 4657 206.5 | 253.2) 204.7 57165 | 7754! 
Nov. | 153.9 520.4] 47.0 | 208-5 | 255.5] 200.9 | 57445 | 775p! 
| | 
1944-July | 152.4 ot} 45.5 | 20Gei fo 197.9 575.8 | Tey 
Auge | 153.2 522.2] 45.4 | 206.5 [254.9] 198.6 | 575.5. | 7am 
Sept. 154.2 | 525.6) 44.4 | 207.3 | 251.7} 198.6 576.7 | 775et 


Empioynens Grends in main industriel groups are shown below. Factory 
cmployment declined by 1000 males and 500 femles in Soptember, 1944, and by 
5800 and 6200 respectively in the year ended Septomber, Males employed 
in "Building an@ Construction" increased by 1400 in the month but deereased by 
8500 in the year, Transport and Cormmication recorded a gain in the month 
of 200 males and in the year of 4800 males and 900 femles, Other large 
inereases with the years movement show in parenthesis, were: Commerce, 
other than Retail, and Finance, mics 500 and femles 400 (males 1700), 
Frofessional and Personal Services, mics 100 and females 600 (2100 and 
5400! ¢ 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


ESTIMATED TOTAL EMPLOYMI3'T IN MAIN INDUSTRIAL GROUPS. 


Thousands. 
| Mining Building Transport Other Profession- 
nth Factory & & & Retail Commerce | al & Person- 
Quarrying} Construction] Commmication| Trade & Finanee| al Services. 
k 
July |158.8 | 59.3 Not Available. 


“JU Bomet 17660) 25484. .2°155.6 , .7 78.2 Uel | 41.5) 40.9 
Nov. | 210.5 | 20.7) 25.8 | .2 |50.5 | .7 79.8 8.4 | 41.5) 42.9 


“pJuly 213.3 |84.8| 25.4] .2 |44.9 
/Nov. }214.9 | 89.3] 25.3 | .2 a 7) Lia? 


BeJme | 218.9 |94.6] 25.2 | .2 131.1 | .7 
July 1217.4 | 94.6] 25.1] .2 !29.9 | 27 
Bue, | 247.5 | 95.35|' 25,0 | +2 


Sept.| 217.8 | 96.4| 25.0 | .2 |29.9 | .7 13.1 | 28.4)56.0 
| Nov. | 218.1 | 96.2} 25.0 | .2 | 29.1 | .7 15.5 | 28.2/38.35 
May | 216.2 191.8] 24.6] .2 ae ay 1 R858 +1 4867 | 2664/9728 

Mernen eioso | 90,0) 24.4 | 22 | 25,7 7 b4,.4 1135.8 | 28.6/37.5 

July | 216.2 | 80.9) 24.4) .2 | 26.2 8 54.1 | 13.9 abe 37.2 
Auge | 215301 90,7) 24.4.) .2125.0 | .7 85.2 | 14.0 | 2807 37 62 
7 Sept. 214.0 | 90.2 2447 | oa 26.4 aw 85.4 | 14.0 | 286 6| Oe 


j. 


RATLWAYS. It is estimated that the earnings of the railways will be £31.5 m. in 
1944/45, or £3 m (8.8%) less than in 1943/44, the decline being due to reduced 
volume of war traffic, coal restrictions and drought. The carriage of goods and 
livestock is expected to yield £16.5 m. a decline of £1.9 m. (10.5%) and coaching 
£11.9 m. a drop of £1 m. (7.5%) the budgeted surplus £553,000 compares vith an actual 
surplus of £754,000 last year, 


Compared with the corresponding period last year, ooperations in the four 
months ended October, 1944, disclose a small increase in the number of passenger 
journeys and decreases in the carriage of goods and livestock (343,000 tons ~ 5%) 
and gross earnings (£1,355,000 = 11.2%). Net carnings (£3 m.) to the end of 
October were lower by £647,000. 


N.S.W.e GOVERNMENT RATLWAYS. 


| Month of October. Four months ended October 
cai eats Be 
Year | Passenger| Goods and} Gross Passenger| Goods and] Gross Net 
Joumeys | Livestock} Earnings || Journeys | Livestock] Harnings | Earnings gp 
millions ; 000 tons | £000 millions 000 tons| £000 £000 
1939 15.8 1,405 1,805 59.7 5,751 6, 875 2,159 
1941 18.1 1, 667 2, 524 70.5 6, 022 8, 627 2, 843 
1942 19.5 1,729 2, 997 76.35 6,804. |11,7135 3, 922 
1943 21.5 1, 669 3,014 81.6 6,852 |12,060 3,655 
1944 21.8 1,577 | 2,639 8566 6,509 110,705 3,008 


é Gross Earnings less Working 4xpenses available to pay interest, etc, on 
Railway Loan Debt. 


Be 
GOVT. TRAMS & ‘BUSES, 


The budget for 1944=45 forecasts increases compared with last year, ViZe 
earnings £141,000 and expenditure £148,000. Both total about £5.8 m. and the 
forecasted surplus is £2,160, Provision for depreciation, £182,000, in 1944—45 
compares with £190,900 in 1943-44, £223,982 in 1942-43 and £372,927 in 1941=42, 


Progress results for the three months ended September, 1944, are better than 
last year. Passenger qonrueyS (134.9 m, ) increased by 10 m. or 8% and earnings 
(£124 m.) by £44,000 or 3%. Working expenses inercased by only £1000, so that 
net carnings rose by £45 » 000 +o £138, 000. 


N.S. W. 2. GOVERNMENT MENT TRAMS AN AND BUSES ~ SYOVEY AND NEWCASTLE, 


| Month of Se ee |" Three months ended September. ab 
Working |Net ie eg ea Working |Net 
Harnings| Exponses| Barnings| Journeys | Earnings | Expenses |Zamings 


ages 


£000 £000 


cian ea | 


| 

| 

| 302 
563 
4.00 

| 4.20 | 


419 


= Excluding Depreciation, @ Gross Earnings less Working Expenses available to 


‘ 


pay interest, depreciaticn etc. on Loan Dept. 


MOTOR REGISTRATIONS 


The recommissioning of old motor vehicles has been proceeding steadily for 
the last sixteen months, Releases of new motor lorries and vans have also 
been in fir volume, 


In October, 1944, the number of motor vehicles on the register increased by 
1216 compared with an average increase of 1167 por month since Jamary. The 
October increasc included cars 528, lorries and vans 463, motor cycles 106 
and trailers 95, 


New lorries and vans averaged 53 weekly in October as against 66 in Scptember 
and a peak during 1944 of 88 in March, 


MOTOR VHHLGLES REGISTERED IN N.S. ie, 


Increase, 


Vehi cles. Au te Septe, Oct. 
| 1939 1944, | 1944. 
| 
O 000 
Cars 1 2S 6 182.8 O16 
Lorries and Vans | 77.6 79.4 | 284 
! 


All Vehicles 


290-0 728 


& Pre-war peak, g Lowest waretime number of cars, 


BULLDING, 


Following on earlier announcement that an additional 30,400 men are to be 
allotted by 50th Jme next to the building and allied trades, Production 
Executive has approved new quotas for the War-housing programme; vize 1750 
houses in December quarter 1944, 1850 in March and 2300 in June quarters 1945. 
xpansion of private home building to a seale comparable with the Government 
programme is also contemplated, 


Private Building, The estimated cost of private buildings for which permits 
were issued in Sydney end suburbs was £151,558 in October, 1944, compared vith 
£106,471 in September and a monthly average of £125, 887 in the ten months January / 
October, Inciuded in the October pormits were factory buildings £45,735 
(30% of the total) and dwellings £34,774 (23%). Over the ten months cnded 
October factories represented 65% and dwellings 17% of the total permits. 


Government “Building, The estimated cost of work authorised and contracts 
AW 


let, in NS. S242, 584 in October 1944, compares with £193,812 in September 
and an average £257,694 per month January to October. 


nO mes ee a eR eS eT ee me a 


Ten months cnded October, 


eS . 


Private Building 
Permits Governnent Building Projects. 


Sydney é& Suburbs | Sydney & Suburbs | Balance of State | 


Total N.S.W. 


£000 £000 £000 £000 
1940 8, 984 670 Dy 423 5,093 
1944 9, 500 1, 527 2,139 5, 666 


2794 
1,452 3, 594 


1942 1,169 900 % 
1943 1, 200 25 460 
1944 | 1,259 1, 548 829 2,377 


Additioal dwellings numbered 114 (private 45 and Government 69) in October 
and 659 (private 257 and Government 402) in the ten months ended October. 


